
 

 

Re:  Maryland Public Information Act Request 

 

 

To Whom it May Concern: 

On behalf of the Western Maryland Criminal Defense Attorneys Association this is an 

application for public records submitted pursuant to the Maryland Public Information Act, MD. 

CODE ANN., GEN PROV. ART. §§ 4-201, 4-601(West 2014). The applicant requests access to 

the following items related to the purchase and use of cell site simulators by, and on behalf of, 

the Cumberland City Police Department: 

 

1. Records regarding the Cumberland City Police Department’s (“CPD”) acquisition of 

cell site simulators including invoices, purchase orders, contracts, loan agreements, 

solicitation letters, correspondence with companies providing the devices (both paper 

and electronic), and all similar documents or emails. In furtherance of this request, 

please produce records, of all contracts, agreements and communications with Harris 

Corporation, Digital Receiver Technology (“DRT”) and any other company or 

subsidiary that has sold or contracted to sell cell site simulators to the CPD.  

2. Any and all training materials and operating manuals for any cell site simulator used 

by the CPD. 

3. Records regarding any offer, arrangement or agreement with the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (“FBI”) or any corporation to borrow or use cell site simulators owned 

or possessed by the FBI or corporation. 

4. All memoranda of understanding, nondisclosure agreements, contracts, or other 

agreements with the FBI or any other state, local or federal agency regarding the 

CPD’s possession and use of cell site simulators. 

5. All nondisclosure agreements with Harris Corporation, DRT or any other companies 

regarding the CPD’s possession and use of cell site simulators. 

6. Records regarding policies and guidelines governing the use of cell site simulators, 

including (but not limited to) restrictions on when, where, how, and against whom 

they may be used, limitations on retention and use of collected data, guidance on 

when a warrant or other legal process must be obtained, and rules governing when the 

existence and use of cell site simulators may be revealed to the public, criminal 

defendants or judges. If these policies and guidelines have changed, please provide 

each and every version of every policy and guideline generated and the dates in which 

said policy and/or guideline was in effect. 

7. Records regarding any communications, licenses, waivers or agreements with the 

Federal Communications Commission regarding the use of cell site simulators. 

8. Records reflecting the number of investigations in which cell site simulators have 

been used, and the number of those investigations that have resulted in prosecutions. 

9. Records reflecting a list of all criminal cases, with case numbers if available, in which 

law enforcement officers used a cell site simulator as part of the underlying 

investigation. 

10. All applications submitted to state or federal courts for search warrants or orders 

authorizing use of cell site simulators in criminal investigations, as well as any 

warrants or orders, denials of warrants or orders and returns of warrants associated 



with those applications. If any responsive records are sealed, please provide the date, 

jurisdiction and docket number for each sealed document. 

11. All records regarding the use of cell site simulators in closed investigations. 

 

 Pursuant to the Maryland Public Information Act, MD. CODE ANN., GEN PROV. ART. 

§ 4-205(c)(1)(i) and (ii), the Western Maryland Criminal Defense Association requests that 

copies of the public records sought be provided in a searchable and analyzable electronic format. 

If the records are not available in an electronic format, we request “a copy, printout, or 

photograph of the public record,” as provided in MD. CODE ANN., GEN PROV. ART. § 4-

205(b)(1). Further, pursuant to MD. CODE ANN., GEN PROV. ART. §4-205(b)(2), if your 

office does not have the facilities to reproduce the public record, the applicant is entitled access 

to the public record to make a copy, printout or photograph. 

 

 If there are records or portions of records that are responsive to this application that you 

believe to be exempt from disclosure, please identify the records that are being withheld, and 

state the reasons for the denial, legal authority for the denial, and notice of the remedies for 

review of the denial within 10 working days, as required by the MPIA, MD. CODE ANN., GEN 

PROV. ART. § 4-203(c)(2)(i)-(iii). If any records are withheld, please provide all nonexempt 

portions of the records as required by the MPIA, MD. CODE ANN., GEN PROV. ART. § 4-

203(c)(3). 

 

 The decision to grant or deny this request must be promptly communicated to the 

applicant (Western Maryland Criminal Defense Attorneys Association) and no later than 30 days 

as required by MD. CODE ANN., GEN PROV. ART. § 4-203(a). If the request is granted, 

disclosure of the requested information must be produced to the applicant immediately or within 

a reasonable period of time and no later than 30 days after receipt of this application, as required 

by MD. CODE ANN., GEN PROV. ART. § 4-203(b). 

 

 Disclosure of the requested information will primarily benefit the general public and will 

be in the public interest and search and reproduction fees should, therefore, be waived under 

MD. CODE ANN., GEN PROV. ART. § 4-206(e). If you decline to grant this fee waiver 

request, please provide me with an advance estimate of fees before they are incurred.  
 

 


